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The Friends of the Boston Harborwalk is a group of volunteers dedicated to enhancing 
enjoyment of Boston’s Harborwalk. Our group is affiliated with Boston Harbor Now 
(BHN). Formed in January of 2014, the Friends of the Boston Harborwalk (FBHW) focus their 
efforts on four key priorities:    

1)   Hosting free monthly interpretive walking tours of Boston’s 43-mile Harborwalk to advocate 
and promote the value of Boston’s largest public open space – our waterfront and Harbor;     

2)   Collaborating, as part of a multi-year signage initiative, with waterfront property owners, 
neighborhood advocates, and local non-profits to add more interpretive and wayfinding signs 
to ensure residents and visitors learn about and enjoy Boston’s Harborwalk and its waterfront 
neighborhoods;      

3)  Organizing waterfront clean-up days and working closely with property owners to ensure the 
full length of the Harborwalk is clean, safe, and inviting for all; and      

4)  Working with Boston Harbor Now and the City’s “Boston 311” service to notify, in a timely 
manner, Harborwalk property owners of maintenance and/or repair issues on their property.

The Friends of the Boston Harborwalk
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Boston’s Commercial 
Seafood Industry:

Past, Present and Future
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Flemish Cap 



5 of 34Plan of the Town of Boston (1775)

*



6 of 34

United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Boston Fish Pier Historic District  Suffolk County, MA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 30 
 

Historic Images

 
Figure 1. 1852 map of Boston showing extent of wharf development along Great Cove, including T 
Wharf (Slatter and Callan,1852) (Courtesy of the Boston Athenaeum). 

N 

Map of Boston 
(Slatter and Callan, 
1852)  



7 of 34Terminal Facilities of Boston - George H Walker Co. (1893) 



8 of 34T-Wharf and Long Wharf (1930)  



9 of 34T-Wharf (1936) 



10 of 34South Boston Waterfront (1925)



11 of 34Commonwealth Pier (1912)  and Fish Pier (1914)



12 of 34The Fish Pier and its Architecture:  Innovation for its Time (1914)

(Detail, South Boston Waterfront, 1925)



13 of 34Fish Pier (c. 1914)



14 of 34Fish Pier (ND) 
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16 of 34New England Fish Exchange (ND)



17 of 34Fish Pier (ND) 



18 of 34Fish Pier - O’Hara Bros. & Co - Mackerel Barrels (ND)



19 of 34Fish Pier (c. 1955)



20 of 34Liberty Cafe (1920s) / Jimmy’s Harborside; now Liberty Wharf 



21 of 34Anthony’s Pier 4 (1963-2015); now Pier 4 Development 



22 of 34Fish Pier, Acquired by Massport in 1972  
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The Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(renamed the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act when amended in 1996)
 

1. Initially passed to address heavy foreign fishing, promote the development of a domestic 
fleet and link fishing communities more directly to the management process

2. Established a U.S. exclusive economic zone (EEZ) between 3 and 200 miles offshore

3. Created eight regional fishery councils to manage the living marine resources within 
that area - here:  New England Fishery Management Council 

4. The management authority of the New England Council extends to the Gulf of Maine, 
Georges Bank, and southern New England, and overlaps with the Mid-Atlantic Council 
for some species in that region. Major ports* include Portland, ME, Gloucester and New 
Bedford, MA, and Point Judith, RI.  

5. Updated a number of times since it was initially passed to include additional issues such 
as provisions to address essential fish habitat (EFH), and establish annual catch limits 
(ACLs) and accountability measures (AMs) for all US fisheries

6. Last reauthorized in 2006
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Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries 2016 Annual Report 25 

Throughout the year, 155,560 transactions were entered into the SAFIS database, covering 322,877 
individual species landings, an increase of approximately 12,000 trips compared to 2015. Federal‐reporting 
dealers electronically submitted 73% of these transactions. Of the remaining transactions submitted by 
state‐reporting dealers, roughly one‐third was entered electronically by dealers, and two‐thirds were 
submitted on paper‐based forms. 

Total landings (in whole pounds), as reported through the SAFIS database or other federal reporting 
programs, amounted to 612 million pounds, valued at $551 million (ex‐vessel). The top five species in order 
of value were sea scallop, American lobster, Eastern oyster, Atlantic surf clam, and haddock totaling $417 
million, or 76% of the total value. Offshore shellfish (sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, and ocean quahog), 
made up more than half of the total value landed in Massachusetts, whereas inshore and intertidal landings 
of shellfish, such as soft shell clam, northern quahog, blue mussel, and oyster amounted to less than 10% of 
total value landed. Landings of invertebrate species (lobster, crabs, and whelk) amounted to 36 million 
pounds, valued at $99 million, or 18% of the total value landed. Cumulative finfish landings, including both 
pelagic and benthic species, made up 19% of the total value with groundfish species amounting to 13% of 
the total value. Landed species with an individual gross value over $2 million are shown in Table 1; in 
aggregate, these species accounted for approximately 97% of the total value of all species landed.  
 
Table 1. 2016 Massachusetts Landed Species with Value Greater than $2 Million. 
Species  Landings (whole pounds) Value
Sea Scallop  190,481,135 $281,444,643
American Lobster  17,686,653 $82,006,555
Eastern Oyster  8,433,295 $22,630,713
Atlantic Surf Clam  103,808,150 $17,938,166
Haddock  10,721,496 $12,754,284
Goosefish  12,474,467 $11,293,987
Ocean Quahog  * *
Jonah Crab  10,657,548 $8,183,704
Atlantic Herring  46,969,494 $7,558,865
Winter Flounder  2,057,333 $6,581,447
Soft Shell Clam  3,250,536 $6,163,024
Bluefin Tuna  1,076,337 $5,847,502
Silver Hake (Whiting)  7,146,972 $5,735,833
Longfin Squid  4,591,704 $5,667,158
Atlantic Cod  2,723,765 $5,164,284
Acadian Redfish  8,355,150 $4,963,895
Channeled Whelk  1,971,153 $4,873,715
Northern Quahog  4,488,294 $4,722,173
American Plaice (Dab)  1,829,821 $4,569,905
Pollock  4,544,549 $4,497,585
White Hake  2,569,808 $3,933,658
Striped Bass  938,224 $3,812,268
Spiny Dogfish  14,346,423 $3,510,251
Deep‐sea Red Crab  * *
Winter Skate  11,447,940 $2,476,902
Witch Flounder (Gray Sole)  795,027 $2,449,461
Atlantic Mackerel  9,893,889 $2,425,841
Summer Flounder (Fluke)  585,637 $2,337,340

Source: ACCSP Data Warehouse, as of May 30, 2017.  *Indicates confidential data 

                    Total landings, All Species: 612,000,000 pounds    
    Total $ Value,  All Species: $551 million

The top 5 species = 76% of the 
total ex-vessel value.}
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Page 1 of 1https://www.massmarinefisheries.net/quota/quota_table_2017.htm

QUOTA MANAGED SPECIES
2017 Landings and Quota Information

as of Feb 07, 2018 - 07:10 A.M.

Species 2017 MA
Landings

2017
Quota

Quota
Type

Percent
Landed

Black Sea Bass 542,383 535,982 MA 101.2%

Bluefish 364,770 573,755 MA 63.6%

Dogfish 9,526,469 22,677,836 CW to NMFS

Fluke 419,147 389,573 MA 107.6%

Horseshoe Crab* 120,954 165,000 MA 73.3%

Menhaden 3,570,913 3,660,454 MA 97.6%

Scup (Winter I) 1,220,210 8,291,190 CW to NMFS

Scup (Summer) 1,312,071 1,520,289 MA 86.3%

Scup (Winter II) 45,920 5,160,914 CW to NMFS

Striped_Bass 822,936 800,885 MA 102.8%

Tautog 66,451 64,643 MA 102.8%

MA = Massachusetts-specific quota 
CW = Coast-wide quota shared between MA and other Atlantic states prompt 

*Horseshoe Crab quota and landings reported as count of individual crabs harvested for non-biomedical purposes.

2017 Quotas

MA Reporting vs Federal Reporting (State vs Federal Permitting)
• Quotas are set yearly - now by landings rather than days at sea
• 7,338 Commercial Harvester Permit Holders in MA:

• 15% are federal reporting and report to National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA 
Fisheries) via a Vessel Trip Report (VTR) and are exempt from reporting to Marine 
Fisheries.   

• The remainder do “state-reporting” to MA Marine Fisheries.
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BOSTON	  – CONCENTRATION	  OF	  SEAFOOD	  BUSINESSES
58	  Seafood	  Businesses	  within	  a	  1.25	  Mile	  Radius

Who	  does	  it	  Benefit?
• Consumer:	  Concentration	  of	  options
• Industry:	  Opportunity	  to	  exchange	  product	  and	  business

Boston’s Concentration of Seafood Businesses
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bostonfishpier

       TENANT LOCATION SQ. FOOTAGE BUSINESS MODEL OWNER

WEST BUILDING

Bay 2-4A 4,229 Seafoodprocessor, value-addedproducts Michael Geraty

Bay 4B 1,954 Seafoodprocessor, value-addedproducts Paul Fraser

Bays16-20 8,999 Seafoodprocessor, value-addedproducts
Christopher Avery
MathewBaumann
BenjaminBaumann

NewEnglandMarketers Bay 22 3,455 Seafooddistributor, value-addedproducts Paul Lindquist

PortsideSeafood Bays24-28 3,462 Seafoodprocessor RichardArciero

Seaport Ice Bay 28 2,742 Iceandancillary services Timothy Roche

JohnMantia&Sons Bays32-34 6,880 Seafoodprocessor Anthony Mantia

Bays36-44 12,281 Seafoodwholesaler SalvatoreBramante

EAST BUILDING

Bays1-7 7,034 Seafoodprocessor StevenDulock

Beau’sSeafood Bays9-11 5,504 Seafooddistributor KevinBaumeister

Bays21-23 5,400 Seafoodprocessor SalvatorePatania

Bays25-31 13,518 Seafoodwholesaler TeodoroMartinez

Bays33C-45 16,577 Seafoodwholesaler JaredAuerbach

ThomasAdamsLobster wholesalerBays13-15 4,980

Calamari Fisheries Bays24&30 3,476
MariaFreddura
Basil Freddura
SageFreddura

Seafoodprocessor, value-addedproducts

Boston Fish Pier Today:
An Entrepreneurial 
(Seafood) Ecosystem

• 16 Seafood Industry Businesses 

• 22 Vessel Berths / Shore Power 
Station

• Massport Maritime Department 
& Security Services

• Exchange Conference Center

• No Name Restaurant / Trio Cafe
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• Beau’s Seafood
• Ideal Seafood
• John Mantia & Sons
• Portside Seafood
• Seaport Ice
• Stavis Seafoods

Diverse Mix of New and Established 
Tenants at the Boston Fish Pier

• As of Nov. 2016, 100% of seafood space leased
• Mix of business types, sizes, specialties create B2B synergies

- Traditional ground fish, sustainable catch, shellfish
- Brokers/distributors, processors, and specialists

• Expanding value added cutting/seafood product lines
• Increasing global accounts, with local/regional/national
• Expansion of prepared foods and mail order customers
• Working with tenants to explore retail sales options at FP

‘Industrial tourism’
- Potential test kitchen, display space, seafood history/education

vs. 65% in 2013
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Place Knowledge
Entrepreneurship
Adaptability
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What is a commercial fisherman?

TOM SMITH 
F/V SEA WOLF
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Thank you to Massport for content for slides 28-30.

For more information, please contact:

Laurie Zapalac, PhD
laurie@zapalacadvisors.com

Question?

Thank you!




